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evidence to establish a service-connected dis-
ability. Undoubtedly, many of our current vet-
erans from past and our present international
conflicts stand to benefit a great deal from this
bill.

In addition, H.R. 1293, the Disabled Vet-
erans Home Improvement and Structural Alter-
ation Grant Increase Act of 2009, will increase
the amount of authorized grants the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs can pay for improve-
ments and structural alterations for homes of
veterans with service-connected disabilities of
50 percent or more. Accordingly, this bill will
provide much needed assistance for veterans
to make any necessary improvements they
are otherwise unable to fix on their own. As
many may suffer from service-connected
physical disabilities impeding their normal life
activities, this bill would authorize the VA to in-
crease their financial assistance to veterans.
This measure will greatly supplement the bill
we passed last Congress, the Homes for He-
roes Act, H.R. 3329. Where that bill expanded
the supply of permanent housing for veterans,
H.R. 1293 will provide the grants to make im-
provements for veterans’ current homes.

Moreover, H.R. 2270, the Veterans Non-
profit Research and Education Corporations
(NREC) Enhancement Act of 2009 will amend
federal provisions regarding the establishment
at the Department of Veterans Affairs medical
facilities of nonprofit and research and edu-
cation corporations (NRECs) to allow an
NREC to facilitate the conduct of research or
education, or both, at more than one VA med-
ical center. This will greatly benefit the VA so
that they can have readily available resources
to help them confront challenges facing our
veterans.

And H.R. 3155, the Caregiver Assistance
and Resource Enhancement Act will provide
federal assistance to individuals providing non-
institutional extended care to disabled vet-
erans. These valuable services include edu-
cational and teaching caring techniques; strat-
egies and skills; nursing care, and mental and
health services.

And finally, H.R. 1803, the Veterans Busi-
ness Center Act of 2009 will amend the Small
Business Act to direct the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration (SBA) to estab-
lish within the SBA a Veterans Business Cen-
ter program to provide entrepreneurial training
and counseling to veterans. This will create
yet another resource to benefit our returning
veterans who may have trouble finding em-
ployment.

Madam Speaker, these are incredibly impor-
tant bills, providing our veterans with the fed-
eral resources so they may have efficient ac-
cess to much needed medical assistance, job,
and housing support. As a strong advocate for
veterans’ rights, | am pleased to add my voice
of support for all of these measures. More-
over, | will be working with my colleagues to
make sure we continue to provide the nec-
essary resources towards protecting our vet-
erans’ rights and ensuring fair and just access
to their rightful benefits.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the bravery and
fortitude of a very special and courageous
constituent of mine, Brittany Leap; and her
mother, Sandy, and father, Richard. In Feb-
ruary 2006, Brittany was diagnosed with a de-

bilitating and  degenerative  disorder—
Neurodegeneration with Brain Iron Accumula-
tion (NBIA).

NBIA is a very rare and devastating neuro-
logical disorder that only gets worse over
time—resulting in constant muscle cramping,
an inability to control one’s body, difficulty with
speech, a loss of peripheral vision, and even
blindness. No cure or specific means of treat-
ment currently exists for NBIA, and scientists
are still baffled by the factors that influence
the disease.

Imagine waking up one morning having lost
the ability to walk, or talk, or even eat. In Brit-
tany’s case, however, this is no dream. This is
a very real challenge that Brittany faces every
day of her life. To make matters worse, one of
the few laboratories dedicated to researching
her disease is at risk of having to close its
doors because of a lack of funding; doors that
upon closing will forfeit the hope of Brittany,
her family, and the thousands of other people
suffering from NBIA, that a cure may one day
be realized.

Brittany is determined to continue fighting
this disease and the potentially devastating
consequences of what will happen if the re-
search to develop a cure is suspended. She is
unwavering in her pursuit to raise the funds
necessary to keep hope alive, not only for her,
but for everyone else with NBIA. Brittany has
taken it upon herself, with the help of her lov-
ing parents—and so many others across this
great nation—to raise $250,000 by year’s end
to keep the search for a cure alive.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in wishing Brittany and her family and all
others with NBIA our heartfelt regards for their
efforts to bring an end to this devastating ill-
ness, and | ask they give their support in any
way possible to help Brittany in her efforts. |
am inspired by Brittany’s determination and |
am honored to bring her story to the floor of
this Chamber.
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Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | recently
submitted a member request declaration for
the record. In that declaration, | stated that my
requests were in H.R. 2647. It should have
read that these requests were in H.R. 3326 as
noted below.

Requesting Member: Representative DOUG
LAMBORN, CO-05

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

E2179

Account: Line 27, PE
0603216N

Legal Name of the Requesting Entity: Glob-
al Near Space Services

Legal Address of the Requesting Entity:
8610 Explorer Dr, Ste 140, Colorado Springs,
CO 80920

Description of the Request: Requesting $6
million funding for the Lighter-Than-Air Strato-
spheric UAV for Persistent Communications
Relay and Surveillance. This project will de-
velop a lighter-than-air, unmanned aerial vehi-
cle (UAV) that will fly at 85,000 feet for three
to four months, providing low cost, persistent
surveillance, high bandwidth and over the hori-
zon communications needed to effectively fight
terrorism, achieve maritime domain aware-
ness, protect critical infrastructures and secure
national borders.

Requesting Member: Representative DOUG
LAMBORN, CO-05

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE Air
0602201F

Legal Name of the Requesting Entity: Colo-
rado Engineering, Inc

Legal Address of the Requesting Entity:
1310 United Heights, Suite 105 Colorado
Springs, CO 80921

Description of the Request: Requesting $3
million funding for the Unmanned Sense,
Track, and Avoid Radar (USTAR) for low rate
initial production of an advanced radar system
for the Global Hawk unmanned aerial vehicle
platform to detect and track large and small
targets. USTAR will allow the UAV to identify
potential collision risks and increase maneu-
vering capability in controlled airspace and im-
prove operability in adverse weather condi-
tions.

Requesting Member: Representative DOUG
LAMBORN, CO-05

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Account: RDTE Defense-wide, Line 89, PE
0603898C

Legal Name of the Requesting Entity: Not
Applicable

Legal Address of the Requesting Entity: Not
Applicable

Description of the Request: Requesting
$500,000 funding for an Independent Advisory
Group to review Ballistic Missile Defense
(BMD) Education and Training Needs and rec-
ommend a BMD education and training solu-
tion to include a recommendation of roles and
responsibilities, organizational structure, and/
or resources and facilities for integrated mis-
sile defense training.

RDTE Navy,

Force, Line 8, PE
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, on July
21, 2009, our community on Guam marked
the 65th anniversary of our liberation from
enemy occupation. It was a day of commemo-
ration and celebration as we recalled the sac-
rifices made for our freedom by our elders
who survived this brutal occupation and of the
servicemembers who landed on our beaches
to liberate us from the oppression of the




